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with three delicate columns. All have the same 
length as the house front, over six meters, and are 
1.60 meter deep. Large doors open onto the bal- 
cony from the rooms behind. On one balcony a 
water jar is still standing. From the top of the 
unexcavated rubbish the view over this supposedly 
vanished type of city is especially good. The first 
house is decorated on the outside with frescoes 
showing the twelve greater gods in a row and 
beneath them a sacrifice with three priests around 
an altar on the street, on which remnants of the 
sacrifice and ashes lie. The other houses are cov- 
ered with election petitions for the city prefect. One 
of them is signed by women. Ought we to see in 
this the predecessors of our suffragettes, or is it 
an election joke? On one of the houses two wine 
jars, large and small, painted like an inn-keeper's 
sign, indicate the local wine-shop, and next to it is 
a bar with jugs and drinking cups, and a copper 
kettle for warm water under which the ashes are 
still lying and in which crystal clear water, her- 
metically sealed, from the year 79 was found, an 
apparent impossibility. In the cast of a door can 
be seen a bell-cord, the bell once attached to which 
was also found. From this it is seen that the 
ancients made use of the bell as well as of the 
knocker. 

Translated from a letter of Rudolf Muller, Special 
Correspondent, to the Berliner Lokal-Anzeiger, 
March 21, 1912. 

RlIDOLSTADT, GERMANY. S. A. HURLBUT. 



REVIEW 

The .Eclogues of Baptista Mantuanus. Edited, with 
Introduction and Notes, by Wilfred P. Mustard. 
Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press (1911)- 
Pp. 156. $1.50. 

Modern editions of the Italian humanists are not 
numerous even in Italy; in America they are a 
positive rarity. Professor Mustard's edition of the 
Eclogues of Mantuan, therefore, is doubly welcome. 
It not only adds to the world's scanty store of up- 
to-date texts in this field, but it sets a standard of 
broad and accurate scholarship which other workers 
will find it hard to equal. It is designed neither as 
a school textbook, nor solely as a book of refer- 
ence. It is for the scholarly reader and for the 
student of comparative literature. 

The contents consist of an Introduction (60 pp.), 
Text (58 pp.), Notes (16 pp.), and an Index of 
proper names and leading topics. 

The Introduction gives in concise and readable 
form, with full citation of authorities, the known 
facts about the life and works of Mantuan, and a 
comprehensive and suggestive treatment of his in- 
fluence (especially on English literature), his sources 
and his style. The ten Eclogues and the Dedicatory 
Epistle are edited with sound scholarship. The 
brief notes consist of illuminating parallel passages 
from classical and Renaissance authors, of historical 



comment, and of a few helps in vocabulary and 
syntax. In short, it is a book which will leave the 
reader's thirst for knowledge fully satisfied and yet 
stimulate him to go further afield. 

Considering the scarcity of editions of Renais- 
sance Latin authors, it may not be amiss to raise the 
question of the general usefulness of the work. I 
believe that it is a valuable book for every teacher 
of the Classics to own. 

First, from the pedagogical point of view, what 
is its value? If it be our aim in teaching Latin to 
enable the educated man to handle the Latin lan- 
guage with ease and fluency, so as to extend the 
range of his reading and to use the language as a 
tool in history, philosophy, and various fields of 
scholarly work, then we make a great mistake to 
neglect the Mediaeval, Renaissance, and modern 
Latin authors. Fortunately this is being realized 
and such authors as Erasmus are again making their 
way into our curricula. For any teacher of Vergil's 
Eclogues there is rich material for sight tests in 
this edition of Mantuan, though the lack of elemen- 
tary helps in the Notes would prevent its being used 
as a school reader. In a brief survey of the first 
five Eclogues, I have marked the following pas- 
sages as suitable for sight tests: 1. 11-35, 89-151; 2. 
1-20, 34-65, 109-146; 3. 17-33, 89-155; 4- no-250 (in 
judicious selections) ; and all of 5. 

Secondly, what is the value of the book from the 
scholarly point of view? Any author once popular, 
even though he has since fallen into oblivion, de- 
serves to be edited in accordance with modern stan- 
dards of scholarship and put at the disposal of stu- 
dents of literature and Kulturgeschichte. It is 
simply a question of making historical documents 
available, and there can be no division of opinion 
on that question. When the historical document is 
of itself humanly interesting and is presented in ? 
human way, as in the present case, the service to 
scholarship is doubly great. 
Columbia University. Dean P. LoCKWOOD. 

The attention of readers of The Classical 
Weekly is called to the recent appearance of the 
third edition of Die griechische and lateinische Lit- 
eratur und Sprache, by Wilamowitz-Moellendorf, 
Krumbacher, Wackernagel, Leo. Norden, and Skutsch 
(in Die Kultur der Gegenwart, Teil I, Abteilung VIII : 
pages VIII -f 582. Teubner, 1912). There are many 
things in this great work of far more importance 
than the one detail of which I shall speak, but it 
may be noted that these eminent authorities, to say 
nothing of others (Schanz, Geschichte der rdmischen 
Literatur", in Muller's Handbuch VIII, II, 1 (191 1), 
and Schmalz, Lateinische Grammatik 4 , in Muller's 
Handbuch TT, are unanimous for the spelling of the 
name of Rome's great epic poet as Vergil, a signifi- 
cant fact that cannot fail to have its influence. Ref- 
erence may be made here to The Classical Weekly 
1.49- E. B. Lease. 



